
CAN MODERN DNA SCIENCE 
CRACK THIS CELEBRITY COLD CASE? 

The 1978 murder of actor and American icon  Bob Crane  remains 
one of the most  high-profile unsolved celebrity murders  of all 
time. Thirty-eight years after his brutal murder in Scottsdale, Arizona, 
millions around the world still want answers. Was John Carpenter the 
killer? Or did police arrest an innocent man?
 
For nearly 40 years, police remain convinced of Carpenter’s guilt. Early 
DNA testing, decades ago, was unable to positively link Carpenter 
to the crime.  The two friends lived on the edge, sharing a  dark 
obsession—videotaping women during their sexual encounters. 
 
In an unprecedented investigation, reporter John Hook retests the 
DNA and blood evidence from the murder scene in this haunting 
cold case.  Scientists believe this is the last attempt—the Final Close-
Up—using modern DNA science to identify Crane’s killer. And the 
results are shocking!
 
Who Killed Bob Crane?  is Hook’s first-hand account of a two-year 
investigation and search for the truth. It’s seen though the eyes of the 
people who were there—witnesses, detectives, prosecutors, jurors, 
and family members. He takes readers on an incredible reporter’s 
journey  for an inside look at the sensational physical evidence in a 
final attempt to learn the truth in Who Killed Bob Crane?
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A veteran news reporter and television anchor for over 30 years in Arizona, John 
Hook has won more than a dozen Emmys for his reporting. Named Associated 
Press Anchor of the Year five times, he has covered every major story from the O.J. 
Simpson murder case to the impeachment of President Bill Clinton and the 1989 
earthquake in San Francisco — as well as every Presidential election since1996. 
He anchors FOX 10 News at 5 and 9 and hosts the Emmy Award-winning Fox 
10 Newsmaker Sunday. A graduate of Arizona State University, he was a 2002 
inductee into the Walter Cronkite School of Journalism Hall of Fame. Who Killed 
Bob Crane? is John Hook’s first book.
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FOREWORD BY ROBERT CRANE, JR.

BIGGEST COLD CASES IN HISTORY...  
1. The Black Dahlia (1947)
Elizabeth Short was 22 years old when she was brutally murdered  in the 
late 1940s...

3. Bob Crane (1978)
Best known for his leading role on Hogan’s Heroes, Bob Crane’s body was 
found in an Arizona apartment complex, bludgeoned to death by an 
unknown weapon... The case is officially unsolved.

5. Dian Fossey (1985)
Immortalized in the Oscar-nominated film Gorillas in the Mist, Dian Fossey as 
an American zoologist who was found dead in her cabin...

6. JonBenet Ramsey (1996)
JonBenet Ramsey was killed in Colorado only a few months after she turned 
6. Her mother discovered the girl was missing and found a ransom note... 
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